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Defend the Winter Fuel Payment
Campaign Report

Campaign highlights
We have established Unite as the voice of pensioners in opposition to the

winter fuel cuts, pushing our narrative of a wealth tax to the front of the
national debate.

e Demonstration outside Labour Party Conference —over 100
pensioners attend in the driving rain.

e Unite motion passes at Labour Party Conference, defeating the
Labour leadership. Motion called for winter fuel to be reinstated, a
wealth tax to be introduced, and fiscal rules to be abandoned.

e Unite led the news for three days over Labour Conference, appearing
on the front pages of the BBC, Guardian and Sky websites and the
front page of the print edition of the Express. High-profile coverage in
all the major outlets.

e QOver 500 attend mass lobby of Parliament.

e 100 attend rally outside Stormont.

e Letterthreatening legal action against the government has been sent
and papers for a judicial review application are being prepared.

e Almost 12,000 have signed up to get involved in the campaign.
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Update 1 - 12th August 2024

The campaign was launched with a mass email to all Unite retired
members. We asked members to show their interest in getting involved in
the campaign by signing up online — over 5,600 responded.

Campaign narrative
The campaign has focused on the following key messages:

o After 14 years of Tory cuts, Labour could have chosen to tax the
wealthy to fix broken Britain. Instead, they have chosen more cuts.

e 10 million pensioners are set to lose hundreds of pounds per year.

e Means-testing will mean almost one million more are likely to fall
through the cracks —those who are eligible for pension credit but not
claiming it.

e Meanwhile, energy companies have more than tripled their profits.

e And the 50 richest families in Britain own a combined £500 billion in
wealth - the same as half the UK population.

Collective actions

5,646 people signed up to get involved in the campaign through our online
action.

You can view the online action here: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-
the-campaign-to-defend-the-winter-fuel-payment

Over the next few weeks we will send out a survey to all those who have
signed up to find out more information about them. This will help us to

map everyone who has signed up and bring them into the various strands of
the campaign:

e Mobilisation within the Labour Party
e Mobilisation for the mass Lobby Day in October
e Local campaigning



https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-the-campaign-to-defend-the-winter-fuel-payment
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We have also completed a phonebank of all retired member branch
secretaries. 36 branch secretaries said their branch would get involved in
the campaign and 17 agreed to organise CLP motions. 12 branch
secretaries thought they could get people to the mass Lobby Day in
Parliament and a further 11 said they would discuss with their branch.

We have also begun phonebanking geographical and industrial branches
about the campaign.

Response to the campaign

The immediate response to the campaign from Unite members has been
overwhelmingly positive. There has been some limited criticism sent in via
email. The most common criticism says that Labour is right to means-test
the Winter Fuel Payment, as wealthy pensioners do not need it. Often this
is coupled with a cynicism about a wealth tax.

A number of people (both critics and supporters) have suggested we
should be running a campaign to sign pensioners up to pension credit.

Media

Labour’s decision to means-test the Winter Fuel Payment has received
widespread coverage in the media.

The Unite General Secretary, Sharon Graham, has condemned the decision
twice in the Daily Mirror, once on 15t August (print only) and once on 9"
August.

Link to Mirror article on 9" August here:
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/british-manufacturing-unite-the-
union-33424122

See below for extracts from the articles.



https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/british-manufacturing-unite-the-union-33424122
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/british-manufacturing-unite-the-union-33424122
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Daily Mirror 1% August: Union bOSS:

“We have to make sure we do not pit d
pensioners against public sector workers. The DOCS ea
50 richest families in Britain are worth £500 On pay WI"
billion, which is the same as half the N O
population. If you tax the top 1%, 1% of their
net assets, that would give you £23 billion,
meaning the black hole would be gone. Why is
that such an awkward choice to make?”

Daily Mirror 9" August:

mirror.cok 2 aoazox DALY MIRROR Bl
-~

“Cutting the winter fuel -
allowance is going to do ‘H ARON GRAH AM
absolutely nothing to secure -
the public finances. Frankly,
the money involved is relatively u
small beer, but the story that
decision tells is worrying.

General secretary of Unite The Union and guest columnist

“It will mean that less retired
people will get what they are
due. This is at a time when
energy prices have sky
rocketed thanks in no small
part to Big Energy profiteering.
So, while vast dividends are
paid out to the shareholders of
the energy giants, more elderly
people will now go cold this
winter.

“The politics of change cannot become about picking winners. Pitting
young versus old or vice versa. It’s time to change course.”
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Social media

We have pushed out campaign messaging across all Unite for a Workers’
Economy social media platforms. See examples below.

X/Twitter Facebook

Unite For A Workers' Economy % Unite For A Workers' Economy
Jblished & Walker
°

qust at 5]
If Labour need to fill a black hole left by the Tories, we say they should Hey you guys, we've got a £22 billion deficit left to us by the Tories - what's the

ope . .. . . lan?
tax the billionaires, corporate profiteers and city spiv’s - not attack old g

% 2 i Well, we could bring in a modest wealth tax of 1% on the assets of the richest 1%,
age pensioners by cutting the winter fuel payment. amounting to £22 billion, meaning cheerio black hole.

Or, we could attack pensioners - what a dilemma.

It’s time for Labour to make the right choices.
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. Bl
_IFT NG 5 B LA
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See insights and ads Boost post

© Unite Community West of Scotland and 27 others 5 comments 12 shares

Instagram

, (]
l m 89 and rely on the mnter % unite4workerseconomy
fuel paym losing i
e .p.a ent = OSIng lt % united4workerseconomy If @uklabour need to pick the pockets
f to fill the black hole left by the Tories, why not look
terrlﬁes me ?o :ﬁ?jggi rCa)th\er tfe\anati\e vzlieiablgin)seoc?:t? e
If we tax the wealthiest 1%, 1% of their net assets, that would

Labour has ‘betrayed' pensioners by taking vital give you £23 billion, meaning goodbye black hole.
help away, says wheelchair user David "

View Insights
Qv W

‘” Liked by claire141283 and 17 others

2 August

David, 89, from the South Midlands, said he felt ‘let down’ by @ Addacomment
Labour’s move to scrap the winter fuel payment for millions
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Update 2 - 10th September 2024

The campaign is now in full swing with extensive media coverage of our
demands and a list of supporters which has now grown to almost 8,000.

TAX THE RICH
WINTER

Union boss calls for wealth levy to pay for benefit U-tun]_

“IT'S AN ERROR'
Unite chief Sharon
Graham is urging

a rethink on axing
pensioners’ allowance

Front page of the Sunday People, 8 September 2024. See below for more media
coverage.

Mass zoom

We are running an online zoom meeting this Thursday 12th September from
2-3pm to give a more detailed update on the campaign and coordinate
activity over the coming months. We are keen to have a representative
from every branch in attendance.

Please register here: https://unitetheunion-
org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJErde-srjOSEtRgKY]-3hgP5Ssp2O0C5NKFF

Political

The government has bowed to pressure and there will now be a vote on the
bill on 10" September. The expectation is that the bill will pass
comfortably, as Labour will be imposing a three line whip. However a



https://unitetheunion-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJErde-srj0sEtRqKYj-3hgP5Ssp2OC5NkFF
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rebellion by Labour backbenchers — either in the form of abstentions or
votes against — will help move this issue forwards.

We have commissioned polling which shows that Labour is now the least-
trusted party by pensioners, and we are briefing Labour MPs on this. We
are asking them to vote against and are pushing our message in the media
too.

The polling is currently embargoed so we are not able to share further
details at this moment.

Collective actions

7,896 people have now signed up to get involved in the campaign through
our online action (click here to view).

Branches have also begun submitting motions to CLPs, applying pressure
to the Labour leadership through the grassroots. Motions have so far been
submitted to CLPs in London, the North West, the North East and Wales.

You can view the model CLP motion by adding your details here:
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/submit-a-motion-to-your-clp-about-the-
winter-fuel-payment

Upcoming actions

We are planning an action at the Labour Party conference to highlight the
sense of betrayal felt by pensioners towards the Labour Party.

And we are also planning a mass lobby of Parliament on 7" October, joint
with the National Pensioners Convention and Scottish Pensioners Forum,
to bring the campaign directly to the politicians. Some funding will be
available to help branches send delegates to the mass lobby. We will need
to prioritise members from strategically important constituencies, such as
Labour seats with a small majority and a high number of pensioners.

For more information contact organisers

Josh Berlyne (Joshua.Berlyne@unitetheunion.org)
Aidan Harper (Aidan.Harper@unitetheunion.org)



https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-the-campaign-to-defend-the-winter-fuel-payment
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/submit-a-motion-to-your-clp-about-the-winter-fuel-payment
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/submit-a-motion-to-your-clp-about-the-winter-fuel-payment
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Media

Our campaign received extensive media coverage over the weekend ahead
of TUC Conference, where Unite is bringing a motion calling for a wealth tax
to fund wide-reaching change, including to maintain the Winter Fuel
Payment.

sky

Gl}‘eglredian

TAX THE RICH
TO FUND i

WINTER

Union boss calls for wealth levy to pay for benefit U-turn

e Sky News: Government 'picking pockets of pensioners' by cutting
winter fuel payments, says Unite boss (click to see)

e BBC Radio 4: Sharon Graham interviewed by Nick Robinson on the
Today programme (click here to listen)

e The Guardian: They talk about tough choices: they mean cuts. Is
Labour on the side of working people or not? Sharon Graham (click
here to read)

e Telegraph: Trade unions demand Starmer reinstates winter fuel
payments for pensioners (click to read — behind paywall)

e Mirror: Exclusive: Labour must tax richest Brits instead of 'pick
pocketing' pensioners, says Unite's Sharon Graham (click to read)

Research

We have commissioned a research paper from Unite’s research
department. Thisis currently being put together.



https://news.sky.com/story/government-picking-pockets-of-pensioners-by-cutting-winter-fuel-payments-says-unite-boss-13211672
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VNYvqECu6s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/sep/08/cuts-labour-tuc-conference-austerity
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/sep/08/cuts-labour-tuc-conference-austerity
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/09/06/trade-unions-demand-starmer-reinstates-winter-fuel-payments/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/labour-must-tax-richest-brits-33620161
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Social media

Posts about the Winter Fuel Payment on Unite for a Workers’ Economy
social media platforms are performing extremely well.

You can follow Unite for a Workers’ Economy by clicking the links below:

Twitter | Facebook | Instagram

Below are examples of the best-performing posts from the past two weeks.

Instagram Twitter/X

Thousands of
pensioners have
VB e pledged to fight for
the winter fuel
payment through
their union, Unite.

\v'J
HOW MANY FRFEZ’M o

King Charles’ £45 million pay rise could fund...

2 September - Duration 0:41 The 50 richest
families in Britain own
> @ e 7 ] more than £500bn.
567 15 0 . 0 Don't pinch from

pensioners to pay for
the mess left by the
Tories.
dxn

Accounts reached 419 Sep 1,2024 - il
19,726

Reels interactions - ©894-Q65-11
553

Profile activity 0

Facebook (below)

10


https://twitter.com/uniteeconomy
https://www.facebook.com/Unite4WorkersEconomy/
https://www.instagram.com/unite4workerseconomy/
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Sunday 1 September 2024, 15:54 - Q

203 o ® »
4,317 2908 102 a7
Overview ©

Impressions 4,317
Reach 4,275
Post reactions, comments and shares a47
Total clicks 941

Post reactions, comments and

o
shares
© O & @ a ©
253 8 2 0 1 34
Reactions 298
Comments 102
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Update 3 - 27th September 2024

Unite’s motion at Labour Party conference passed successfully. The motion
was moved by Unite General Secretary Sharon Graham and called for the
winter fuel payment to be reinstated.

BEE O & o Fe o

Unions win non-binding
vote on winter fuel cuts

News provider of the year UK

The,.
Guardian
News Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle e

UK Word Climatecrisls Ukraine Football Newsletters Business Environment UK pol

Labour conference 2024
Labour leadership loses conference vote on
winter fuel payments

Vote calling on ministers to reverse cuts came after union leader said
UK needed investment, ‘not austerity mark 1I'

Politics

Labour conference votes to

reverse cut to winter fuel

allowance

Sharon Graham successfully moves the motion calling for the reinstatement of the winter fuel
payment. We are leading on most major news sites including BBC, the Guardian and Sky News.

12
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Demonstration at Labour conference

i C
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Don't make W& foracrisis we did not create.

Around 100 pensioners gathered outside Labour Party Conference in
Liverpool on 23 September to demand the government reverses its
decision to cut the winter fuel payment. We were joined by Merseyside
Pensioners Association, WASPI women, PCS and UCU unions.

The demonstration was lively despite the torrential rain and received
widespread media coverage (see below).

Political

Unite brought a motion to Labour Party conference calling for:

13
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e Areversal of the cuts to winter fuel payment
e Awealth tax
e Anend to the fiscal rules limiting government spending

The motion passed, despite repeated efforts by the Labour leadership to
silence our campaign. Watch Sharon Graham’s speech to move the motion
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-CQX_DNzKc&t=1s

Demonstration at Scottish Parliament

On 26" September, in conjunction with the Scottish Pensioners’ Forum,
Unite held a demonstration outside Holyrood calling for action from the
Scottish government on winter fuel payments.

The demonstration was reported on STV and BBC Scotland TV news
bulletins that evening.
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Collective actions

10,465 people have now signed up to get involved in the campaign through
our online action (click here to view).

Branches are continuing to submit motions to CLPs, applying pressure to
the Labour leadership through the grassroots. View the model CLP motion
by adding your details here: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/submit-a-
motion-to-your-clp-about-the-winter-fuel-payment

Upcoming actions

We are planning a mass lobby of Parliament on 7" October, joint with the
National Pensioners Convention and Scottish Pensioners Forum.

The event will begin with a rally at midday outside Parliament, at the
George V statue, Abingdon St, London SW1P 3JY.

This will be followed by a mass meeting inside Parliament from 2-4pm. You
will need a formal invite to gain entry to Parliament. Everyone attending
should write to their MP, asking to meet and asking them to attend the rally
and mass meeting. A template letter will be made available shortly.

We currently have 350 members who have expressed interest in attending.
We are funding a limited number of train tickets and have written to those
whose travel we can fund this week.

For more information contact organisers

Josh Berlyne (Joshua.Berlyne@unitetheunion.org)
Aidan Harper (Aidan.Harper@unitetheunion.org)

Media

Our campaign has led the news at Labour Party conference with extremely
high-profile coverage across all major news outlets.

Unite was mentioned on average 435 times in the media in the past week,
anincrease of 2672% on the previous week. Sharon Graham was

15
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mentioned on average 238 times in the media in the past week, an increase
of 4544% on the previous week.

UK v

The,.
Guell}'%llan

News provider
of the year

News | Opinion | Sport | Culture | Lifestyle e

UK World Climate crisis Ukraine Football Newslett

Headlines

Unite leader Sharon Graham accuses

Lgbour of ‘walking us into austerity mark

13mago | M 2,358

thursday, September 26, 2024

b WE’V.E spoken
_pensioners, say

» continued from page 1

rebellion at the Liverpool conference. The
defeat was purely symbolic - the change has
already become law - but is another sign of

u splits over the party’s direction less than
three months since its election landslide.

Health secretary Wes Streeting - also
under pressure from some NHS chiefs for
gloom-mongering as he repeatedly calls it

| ‘broken’ - said there would be no U-turn.

The government ‘doesn’t have the luxury
of ducking the difficult choices and deci-

sions’, he insisted afterwards.

Sharon Graham, leader of Unite, which
proposed the motion, told members minis-
ters had cut cash handouts for the old but
left the super rich ‘untouched’, adding:
“This is not what people voted for, it’s the
wrong decision and it needs to be reversed.

Labour MP Jon Trickett, who voted

against the cut, said: ‘The conference spoke -

for poorer pensioners.’
Before flying to a UN summit, Sir Keir

refused four times to apologise for the
change - which Labour’s own analysis in
2017 predicted would kill 4,000 people.
Asked by Susanna Reid on ITV’s Good
Morning Britain how he justified the cut,
he said: ‘Well, it’s tough and I think the first
thing to say and to explain is why we had
to do it. We inherited a really damaged
‘economy, we did an audit and we discov-
ered an undisclosed £22billion black hole
this year, which we have to fix.
Pressed if he wanted to apologise to pen-

DAILY - EXPRESS

CANPAIGNING FOR A BETTER BRITAIN

monster Al §

Fayed not
prosecuted?2)™®

Pensioner protest aims to shame Starmer into U-turn at party conference

EVEN LABOUR'S
UNION BACKERS

WANT FUEL

el | |} b
putisios - §CRAPPED

SUBSCRIBE Y0 GET

2

Unions put L

Good to see you Kate!
Princess at Balmoral

st L

METRO.co.uk

out

sioners, he said: ‘It’s a really difficult set of -
choices. But what I don’t want to do is to
allow the economy to run out of control.

“What I want to make sure is that every
single pensioner, there is that increase
through the triple lock each and every
year...

Told again that he had
say sorry, the PM said:
should be saying sorry are the last govern-
ment who left a hole of £22billion, and
they should be sorry for that and they

an opportunity to
“The people who

U [WUareprovidirfotlf‘xisedmontodelegatesandvisito
attending the La r Party conference n Liverpool

——

should apologise for tha

\eader Sharon Graham
bels yesterday PA/REUTERS |

t’ Reid persisted:

‘So you're not going to apologise?
Sir Keir said: Tve come in to fix the mess,

fix the problems, and that’s tough_, re_all_y

tough decisions. The cost of not doing 1t 1S

to run the risk that we lose control of the

economy again.

Tm not going to do that because if 1 do,
you will be saying to me in two or three
years' time, if we lose control of the econ-
omy, will you now say sorry for having lost

control of the economy?

Power: Unite
and T-shirt rel
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BBC News: Unions win non-binding vote on winter fuel cuts (Link)

Sky News: Labour conference votes to reverse cut to winter fuel
allowance in embarrassing blow to Starmer (link)

Guardian: Labour leadership loses conference vote on winter fuel
payments (link)

Big Issue: 'lt's time to listen': Labour conference votes for government
to reverse winter fuel payment cuts (Link)

Spectator: Labour conference votes to reverse Starmer’s winter fuel
cuts (link)

Telegraph: Starmer humiliated by Labour winter fuel revolt (Link)
Times: Keir Starmer loses vote on winter fuel cut — as it happened
(Link)

Huffington Post: Labour Conference Votes To Reinstate Winter Fuel
Payments For All Pensioners In Blow For Keir Starmer (link)

17


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdd4ejq32pdo
https://news.sky.com/story/labour-conference-votes-to-reverse-cut-to-winter-fuel-allowance-in-embarrassing-blow-to-starmer-13221742
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2024/sep/25/labour-leadership-loses-conference-vote-on-winter-fuel-payments?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.bigissue.com/news/social-justice/winter-fuel-payment-cuts-labour-conference-vote/
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/labour-conference-votes-to-reverse-winter-fuel-payment-cuts/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/09/25/starmer-humiliated-by-labour-winter-fuel-revolt/
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/labour-party-conference-winter-fuel-latest-news-7pxkmrmw7
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/labour-conference-votes-to-reinstate-winter-fuel-payments-for-all-pensioners-in-blow-for-keir-starmer_uk_66f3eaa4e4b0bcdae0fce191
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e Express: Keir Starmer 'loses support from party and paymasters' after
winter fuel vote revolt (link)

e [BC:Unions embarrass Keir Starmer as Labour conference votes to
scrap winter fuel payment cut (link)

e The Herald: Labour conference backs call to reverse winter fuel
payment cut (link)

e Independent: Unions win vote to reverse winter fuel cut in blow for
Keir Starmer (link)

e FEvening Standard: Labour members vote against axing winter fuel
payments for pensioners following protest (link)

e Sky News: Union boss says change to winter fuel allowance is 'a
cruel policy' (link)

e Mirror: Keir Starmer must reverse 'cruel' winter fuel payment cut,
says Unite union boss (link)

e Observer: Sharon Graham column - No one expected socialism, but
unless wealth is challenged, what’s the point of Labour? (link)

e Guardian: No 10 braced for potential defeat in Labour conference
winter fuel vote (link)

e Good Morning Britain: Sharon Graham interview (link)

e [Express: 'Cruel and embarrassing!' Keir Starmer blasted by union
boss over winter fuel cuts (link)

o Telegraph: Starmer faces winter fuel revolt at Labour conference
(Link)

e Express: Keir Starmer faces crunch vote as union demands winter
fuel payment U-turn (link)

e [ BC: Starmer urged to reverse winter fuel payment cuts as Unite
general sec slams PM's 'cruel choice' of policy (link)

e Independent: Unite union boss steps up call for Labour to reverse
winter fuel allowance cut (link)

e Morning Star: Labour must not be allowed to deliver Austerity Mark I
(Link)

e Sky:'Grotesque' plan to reduce access to winter fuel allowance
leaves pensioners feeling 'ashamed' (link) — interview with Kevin from
our Northamptonshire Retired Members branch

e BBC: Winter fuel vote delay an outrage, says union (link)
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https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1953126/sir-keir-starmer-winter-fuel-payment-unions
https://www.lbc.co.uk/news/labour-conference-votes-to-demand-keir-starmer-scraps-winter-fuel-payment-cut/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/national/24608550.labour-conference-backs-call-reverse-winter-fuel-payment-cut/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/winter-fuel-payments-vote-labour-conference-b2618586.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/winter-fuel-payment-pensioners-union-protest-keir-starmer-b1184021.html
https://news.sky.com/video/union-boss-says-change-to-winter-fuel-allowance-is-a-cruel-policy-13219817
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/keir-starmer-must-reverse-cruel-33723861
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2024/sep/21/government-changes-cruel-poor-society-sharon-graham-conference
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2024/sep/22/leader-of-unite-calls-on-labour-to-ditch-fiscal-caution-and-be-visionary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9ApweO3O3M
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1951703/keir-starmer-winter-fuel-payments
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/09/22/starmer-faces-winter-fuel-raid-revolt-from-unions/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1951838/sir-keir-starmer-unions-winter-fuel-payment
https://www.lbc.co.uk/news/winter-fuel-payment-cuts-labour-reeves-unite-union-starmer-labour/
https://www.independent.co.uk/money/unite-union-boss-steps-up-call-for-labour-to-reverse-winter-fuel-allowance-cut-b2616840.html
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/labour-must-not-be-allowed-deliver-austerity-mark-ii
https://news.sky.com/story/evil-plan-to-reduce-access-to-winter-fuel-allowance-leaves-pensioners-feeling-ashamed-13220216
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c77x8medmgzo

Defend the Winter Fuel Payment
Campaign Report

* X r
Q’ _unite ~
#_ members
T x

Mentions Trend

Total Mentions

3.05k -

SSSSS

1+ 2672%

revious period

i: Winter fuel cut an ‘own goal’ as Labour accused of silencing
opposition (link)

Huffington Post: Unite Union Issues Bleak Warning To Labour For
Trying 'To Silence Voice Of Pensioners' (link)

Sky News coverage of protest (Link)

ITV coverage of protest (link)

Express: | met with pensioners protesting winter fuel cuts - why
Rachel Reeves should be worried (link)

Express: Keir Starmer sent huge warning as union stages winter fuel
protest at Labour conference (link)

ITV: Merseyside pensioners protest against cuts to winter fuel
allowance (link)

Evening Standard: Pensioners stage protest against winter fuel cuts
at Labour conference (link)

The National: Pensioners fume at Keir Starmer at Labour conference
protest (link)

GB News: Pensioners stood in the pouring rain to protest Winter Fuel
Payment cuts...and you can feel the anger (link)

Manchester Evening News: Manchester pensioners among winter
fuel protesters at Labour conference (link)

Liverpool Echo: 'We may be old, but we don't want to be cold":
pensioners' fury at winter fuel cut (link)

Evening Standard: Unite billboard campaign urges Government to
reverse winter fuel allowance cuts (link)

A Mentions Trend

Daily Average Total Mentions Daily Average

435 1 2672% 1 67 1 4544% 238 1 4544%
110 Previous period 15 L] k Previous period 36 Previous period §
1K

Q
800 o

Sep 20 Sep21 Sep 22 Sep23 Sep24 Sep25
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https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/winter-fuel-cut-an-own-goal-as-labour-accused-of-silencing-opposition-3291651
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/unite-slams-labour-for-trying-to-silence-voice-of-pensioners_uk_66f14a45e4b0af9094c4df67
https://x.com/uniteeconomy/status/1838269367190196284?s=46&t=bhoxRzkE32dm7Wr2PbrAwA
https://x.com/itvnewspolitics/status/1838243287762677769?s=46&t=uEJFD0ZkELSFKaOdKKTX0g
https://www.express.co.uk/comment/expresscomment/1952365/i-met-with-pensioners-protesting-winter-fuel-rachel-reeves
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1952267/keir-starmer-unite-winter-fuel-protest-labour-conference
https://www.itv.com/news/granada/2024-09-23/protest-outside-labour-party-conference-against-cuts-to-winter-fuel-allowance
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/unite-labour-pensioners-keir-starmer-manchester-b1183637.html
https://www.thenational.scot/news/24604113.pensioners-fume-keir-starmer-labour-conference-protest/
https://www.gbnews.com/politics/pensioners-protest-winter-fuel-payment-cuts-rachel-reeves-labour-conference
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/uk-news/manchester-pensioners-among-winter-fuel-29991232.amp
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/we-old-dont-want-cold-29987586
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/government-liverpool-unite-prime-minister-people-b1183385.html
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Unite was mentioned over 3,000 times in the Sharon Graham was mentioned over 1,600 times
media in the past week, an increase of 2672% on in the media in the past week, an increase of
the previous week. 45449% on the previous week.

Social media

The number of people we are reaching through social media has steeply
increased over the past week.

Sharon Graham’s posts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram were seen by
111,000 people, an increase of 170% on the previous week.

A selection of the best performing posts are below. Click the images to see

the posts.
Facebook Twitter Instagram
Sharon graham - general s... Sharon graham €w Unitesharon
€) FACEBOOK | Sep 22, 01:36 PM ‘Q’Xg TWITTER | Sep 23, 04:00 PM REEL | Sep 25, 02:34 PM
Keir Starmer and The Labour Moving the »: UNITE WINS WINTER
Party must re... #WinterFuelPayment motion FUEL PAYMENT VOTE AT ...

Q. N CHANGE
- , &

BEGINS

Reactions 690 Likes 4,864 Likes 274

Comments 57 Replies 390 Comments 16
Shares 191 Reposts 1,900 Saves 13
Post clicks 934 Quote posts 95 Plays 4,092
Video views 21,079 Video views 96,348 Shares 40
Impressions 36,274 Impressions 179,074

Reach 25,103 Reach 2,942
Engagements 1,872 Engagements 7,985 Engagements 343
Engagement rate 7.46% Engagement rate 4.46% Engagement rate 8.38%
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https://fb.watch/uSbAY7jgp9/
https://x.com/UniteSharon/status/1838231857391124934
https://www.instagram.com/p/DAV3n_8SKCn/

X
Defend the Winter Fuel Payment o unite &
. = Retired
Campaign Report ﬁr;embers

Advertising

We commissioned advertising to put our message out across Liverpool
during Labour Party conference. This included a four-page spread in the
Liverpool Echo and billboards across the city.

|
O e e A g THE ECONOMY IS BROKEN - 17
| hole’ would be gone. Why is that 2 1 TIMETO FIX 1T S

rvol;;mf" News Brandot heYear g
UAL ECHO IS INSIDE >» 3
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Update 4 - 15th October 2024

Over 500 pensioners descend on Westminster and Stormont to lobby their
political representatives over winter fuel, organised jointly with the National
Pensioners Convention and Scottish Pensioners Forum.

Clockwise from top: rally in Westminster; Unite Retired Chair Monica Taylor and Unite General
Secretary Sharon Graham give speeches at Westminster rally; rally at Stormont.
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Mass lobby of UK and Northern Irish parliaments

On 7" October, pensioners gathered in London and Belfast for a mass
lobby of political representatives. Roughly 500 gathered at the UK
Parliament at Westminster and roughly 100 gathered at the Northern Irish
Parliament at Stormont. The mass lobbies were organised jointly with the
National Pensioners Convention (NPC) and Scottish Pensioners Forum
(SPF).

PAIGNING,

ok

Top left: rally at Stormont; right: rally at Westminster; bottom left: Daily Express front page, 8"
October.

Speakers at Westminster included Sharon Graham, Unite General
Secretary; Monica Taylor, Unite Retired Members Chair; Jan Shortt, NPC
General Secretary; Sally Tsoukaris, Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance; John
McDonnell MP; and Dennis Reed, Silver Voices Campaign.

Speakers at Stormont included Dympna McGlade, Unite Belfast Retired
Branch; Eddie Lynch, Older People’s Commissioner; John Martin, NPC;
Victor Murphy, Unison Retired Members; Patrick Mullholland, NIPSA Union;
Lawrence Huston, Communication Workers Union Retired Members;
Donal O Cofaigh, Fermanagh Trades Council.

Attendees of the Westminster rally then entered Parliament to lobby their
MPs through the “green card” system—there were so many entering that
the queue lasted over 90 minutes.
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Inside Parliament, a meeting was also convened between pensioners and
MPs, organised by the NPC. Speakers included Maggie Roberts, Unite
Retired Members Vice Chair; Caroline Abrahams, Age UK; Jan Shortt, NPC
and others. Around 10-15 MPs attended. Labour MPs in attendance who
either abstained or voted through the cuts to winter fuel payments were
held to account by Unite members in the audience.

Political
The Labour leadership continues to dig its heels in over winter fuel.

In Scotland, the Scottish Parliament voted through a symbolic motion,
brought by the SNP, to condemn the UK government over the cuts to winter
fuel. Two Labour MSPs, Richard Leonard and Alex Rowley, rebelled against
the Scottish Labour whip and voted with the SNP.

Retired and community branches in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
have written to all party leaders in the devolved parliaments asking them to
put party politics aside and sign a joint statement calling on the UK
government to reverse its decision on winter fuel at the upcoming budget
on 30" October.

Field

Belfast Retired branch stall
outside City Hall, 14"
October
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On 1%t October, Unite Community held a
day of action which included demands to
reverse the winter fuel cuts. Stalls and
protest actions were held across
England, Wales and Scotland.

Dundee Retired Members branch have
been holding weekly stalls.

South Yorkshire Retired Members held a
demonstration in Doncaster on 8"
October.

Belfast branch held a stall outside City
Hall on Monday 14" October.

Clydebank TUC have held stalls
protesting the winter fuel cuts.

,,..BouTH YORKSHIRE
RET IRED MEMBERS
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Demonstration in Doncaster, 8" October.
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Collective actions

11,191 people have now signed up to get involved in the campaign through
our online action, an increase of 700 in the past 2 weeks (click here to
view).

149 attended a mass organising call on Zoom on 10" October, where we
outlined and discussed the next steps for escalation. Notes from the call
can be accessed here.

Escalation — next steps for the campaign

1. We will be launching an online action shortly to keep the pressure
up.

2. We are exploring legal action against the UK government over the
cuts. We are currently in the process of identifying potential
claimants in the case — we are looking for people who are claiming
non-means tested disability benefits (e.g. attendance allowance) but
who just miss out on pension credit.

3. We are looking to coordinate protest motions in local councils
across the UK.

4. Finally, we are looking to coordinate protest actions up and down
the country from November, as winter begins.

Media
DAILY# EXPRESS

Our campaign continues to receive widespread
media coverage.

e BBC News: 'We don't feel valued' - Call to

esrs s oo pomens (10 |UNITED AGAIN:

e Mirror: 'Losing winter help is time bomb for LABOUR{S Sod
pensioners like us - we're scared' (link) A0

e UTVLive News: Segment on Stormont
demo (link)
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https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-the-campaign-to-defend-the-winter-fuel-payment
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-the-campaign-to-defend-the-winter-fuel-payment
https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/114/281/original/Mass_zoom_notes_10th_October_2024.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cqxryn0w597o
https://www.mirror.co.uk/money/losing-winter-enter-help-time-33839733
https://x.com/utvnews/status/1843278700223013350
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e The Irish News: Pensioners gather at Stormont to protest at winter
fuel payment cuts (link)

e Labour Outlook: John McDonnell: Opposition to Winter Fuel Payment
Cut Keeps Growing (link)

e Doncaster Free Press: "Doncaster says no to winter fuel allowance
cut": Protest held in city centre (link)

e Express: Pensioners rally against Winter Fuel Payment cuts (link)

o VIEWDigital: VIDEO: Fuel payment cut will lead to deaths this winter,
warns NI Commissioner for Older People (link)

e Express: Furious protesters demand Labour U-turn on 'cruel’ winter
fuel cuts outside Parliament (link)

"We don't feel valued' - Call
to restore winter fuel

808 e
ae  PAYMENT - "

Don't make pensioncrs ., o risis we did not crea’

P

London, UK

Campaigners take part in a protest against the government's decision
to scrap the winter fuel allowance for pensioners, outside the
Houses of Parliament in Westminster, central London. The protest
has been organised by the Unite union with the National Pensioners
Convention and Scottish Pensioners Forum

Photograph: Lucy North/PA

| Margaret Galloway says the executive should not have followed Westminster

Bernadette Allen f Y

BBC News NI

Social media

A selection of the best performing posts are overleaf.
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https://www.irishnews.com/news/northern-ireland/pensioners-gather-at-stormont-to-protest-at-winter-fuel-payment-cuts-H7VNI57XVFFNLCUI3KSUZYWQMQ/
https://labouroutlook.org/2024/10/09/john-mcdonnell-opposition-to-winter-fuel-payment-cut-keeps-growing/
https://www.doncasterfreepress.co.uk/news/people/doncaster-says-no-to-winter-fuel-allowance-cut-protest-held-in-city-centre-4812684?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3D2T-1Z_qd434yXoFMITRWMUdpF_07HMXBlolJTO-pLRTb9z3Dsb3ogYo_aem_k-DQ0ycYKQvFrKqqHRGXMg&sfnsn=scwspwa#Echobox=1728397170
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ayh3-12VFgI
https://viewdigital.org/video-fuel-payment-cut-will-lead-to-deaths-this-winter-warns-ni-commissioner-for-older-people/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1958254/winter-fuel-payments-protest-unite-npc
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#All out to defend the Winter Fuel Payment
Monday 7th October, 12 noon, Houses of Parlia...

@ Post - 4 October 05:24

Overview
Reach
Impressions
Interactions

Link clicks

Reach ()

6,039

Comment

6,039
6,432

198

12.87K% vs median reach of your recent posts

7K

Unite For A Workers' Economy @
@UniteEconomy

W All out to defend the Winter Fuel Payment

Monday 7th October, 12 noon, Houses of

Parliament. Meet George V statue, Abingdon St,

SW1P 3JY

As the campaign continues to grow our demand
to @UKLabour is clear - fully reinstate the winter

fuel allowance with immediate effect.

o
N un
= R
e
Ty

.~ WINTER FUE

RO U e
L UPAYMENT <
Mass lobby of Parliament

14k reach

Winter fuel cuts, no way
Tax the rich and make them pay.
(©) Reel - 7 October 05:47 + 00:14

Overview ()

Reach 551
Impressions 584
Interactions 26
Reach

551

1194.7% vs median reach of your recent reels
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Update 5 - 7th November 2024

Our threat of legal action against the government is announced. This
follows the Budget which confirmed the cuts to winter fuel and announced
no new support for pensioners this winter.

CIAT

3’ DEFEND THF -

A MR o=

Unite launches judicial review process
over Winter Fuel Payment cut

Sunday 3 November 2024 < Share

Legal action

Unite has sent a pre-action protocol letter to Liz Kendall, the secretary of
state at the Department for Works and Pensions (DWP), requesting the
government reverse the removal the Winter Fuel Payment and repeal the
regulations introduced in August 2024.

Our case is built on the belief that the government has acted unlawfully
and its action will have a terrible effect on millions of older people in
society and will likely cause an increase in cold related deaths.

The pre-action notice was submitted on 29 October. The government has
been given until 7 November to respond to the letter and reverse its
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decision. If it does not reverse its decision then Unite will seek leave of the
High Court to mount a full judicial review.

Unite general secretary Sharon Graham said: “People do not understand, |
do not understand how a Labour government has taken away the fuel
allowance of millions of pensioners just as winter approaches.

“Given the failure to rectify this in the budget, Unite has now commenced
judicial review proceedings challenging the legality of the policy.

“It is not too late for Labour to register the hurt that this cruel policy has
caused, step back from picking the pockets of pensioners and do the right
thing.”

Unite is challenging the removal of the Winter Fuel Payment on several
grounds including:

e The government had a legal duty to refer the cut to the Social Security
Advisory Committee. Its failure to do so makes the regulations void.

e The government should have gathered considerable evidence about
the policy on the impact of the cut, meaning that the decision is
irrational.

e Underthe Equality Act there is a Public Sector Equality Duty to
consider the impact of the decision particularly on the disabled who
have higher heating costs.

* The requirement to take into account relevant considerations has
been breached, including relating to fuel poverty and financial
circumstances of those living just above the pension credit
threshold.

* InWales there is a specific legal duty to consider the full impact of
the policy, this was ignored

e The Human Rights Act requires particular areas of vulnerability to be
taken into account, which could include the impact of the policy on
older people, those with a disability and potentially on race.

Given the cut has already come into effect and the worsening winter
weather, providing the courts allow the judicial review to proceed then we
anticipate a fairly rapid hearing of the case.
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The Budget

The Budget on 30" October confirmed the cut to the winter fuel payment
and did not announce any extra funding to support pensioners this winter:

¢ Means-testing of winter fuel confirmed

e Personalincome tax allowance threshold to remain frozen until 2028,
meaning more low-income pensioners will be dragged into paying tax

e Commitmentto the triple lock, advertised by the government as an
increase of “up to” £471 next year. No acknowledgement that
pensioners on the basic state pension (the majority of pensioners)
will see a maximum rise of £361 next year — significantly less than the
headline figure.

e Significantincreases to public spending over next two years —
however this will drop significantly afterwards with a demand for
“efficiency savings” from public services. Could be characterised as
“austerity delayed”.

e Very smallincreases on taxes on wealth such as capital gains tax,
inheritance tax, energy company windfall tax. Essentially symbolic —
will not raise significant revenue or tackle wealth inequality. Nothing
close to the 1% wealth tax on assets over £4 million that Unite has
been calling for.

At Prime Ministers’ Questions before the Budget, Rachael Maskell MP
asked whether a Pensioner Poverty Taskforce would be set up. The Prime
Minister ignored the question.

Political

The leaders of all major parties in the
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
signed our joint letter to the UK
government demanding a reversal of the
cuts to winter fuel. See pictures of
major party leaders signing, right.
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Derry & Strabane Council passed a motion condemning the UK government
decision to cut winter fuel, supporting the Unite campaign and calling on
the Northern Ireland Executive at Stormont to reverse the cuts in the
absence of action from Westminster. Our campaign & the local community
rallied outside the council meeting.
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Derry Retired Members branch stall.
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Basildon &
Trades Unio

Basildon & Thurrock Trades Council campaigning against the cuts to winter fuel.

Collective actions

11,895 people have now signed up to get involved in the campaign through
our online action, an increase of 700 since the last update (click here to
view).

We are now building towards the Day of Action on 30" November. To get
involved, contact UFWE@unitetheunion.org

Media

Our threat of legal action received widespread coverage in the press and
online.
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Labour’s union backer launcheslegal fight over winter fuel payment

Caroline Wheeler bill this year. The change, understand, how a Labour pensioners and do the right duty torefer the cut to the axe the universal winter fuel
Political Editor announced in July, was government has takenaway | thing” Department for Work and allowance as part of her
i confirmed last week by the fuel allowance of millions The pre-action notice was | Pensions’ social security efforts to plug what she said
, one of the country’s Rachel Reeves, the of pensioners just as winter submitted on October 29, advisory committeeanddid ~ was a £22 billion hole in the
b,lgestmde unionsand chancellor, in the official approaches. 3 giving the governmentuntil | notgather enough evidence  public finances. The changeis
funders of the Labour Party, | budget documents. “Given the failure torectify | Thursday to respond and about the cut’s impact. The expected to shave £1.4 billion
action | Umtehassentapre-acuon this in the budget, Unite has reverse its decision. Ifit does | union also claims that the from the welfare bill this year.
cutsto | letter thatgivesthe now commenced judicial not, Unite will seek leave of Equality Act required Sir Keir Starmer told the
2 < govummtunul:l‘hursdayto review proceedings thenghCourtwmountaﬁAll ministers to consider the BBC's Laura Kuenssberg in
reverse the policy and challenglng the leylity ofthe | judicial review.  impact of the decision on September m‘e'gemzﬁ‘f:a
~ p;%ventthe\m:onseeldnga policy. It is not too late for Unite is challenging the disabled people and that the ‘xﬁmby e
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Article in the print edition of the Sunday Times, 3 November.

The Times. Labour union backer Unite starts legal fight over winter
fuel cut (link)

BBC. Unite union may bring legal action over winter fuel payments
(Link)

ITV. Trade union Unite threatens legal action over winter fuel cut (Link)
Mirror. Union threatens Labour with legal action over cuts to winter
fuel payments (link)

Morning Star. Unite launches legal challenge to overturn winter fuel
payment cut (link)

Independent. Labour facing legal challenge over winter fuel
payments cut (link)

LBC. Labour's biggest union backer bringing legal challenge against
government over winter fuel payment cuts (link)

Irish News. Trade union threatens legal action over winter fuel cut
(Link)

The Star. Winter Fuel Payment cut: union launches legal challenge
over 2024 winter allowance cuts - will it be reversed? (link)
MyLondon. Pensioners given winter fuel payment hope as new
ultimatum given with November 7 deadline (link)

Nation.Cymru. Major trade union threatens legal action over winter
fuel cuts (link)

ChronicleLive. Union launches legal challenge over axing of Winter
Fuel Payment affecting 10 million pensioners (link)
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https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/unite-launch-legal-action-winter-fuel-payment-cut-dsgkbw6zj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0j8zen1wnpo
https://www.itv.com/news/2024-11-03/trade-union-threatens-legal-action-over-winter-fuel-cut
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/union-threatens-labour-legal-action-34026688
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/b/h-lead-unite-launches-legal-challenge-overturn-winter-fuel-payment-cut
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/reeves-winter-fuel-tax-budget-b2640479.html
https://www.lbc.co.uk/news/winter-fuel-payments-allowance-labour-rachel-reeves-budget/
https://www.irishnews.com/news/uk/trade-union-threatens-legal-action-over-winter-fuel-cut-MQLPUCWDKJJAVAM7RJX6NGDAUQ/
https://www.thestar.co.uk/business/consumer/winter-fuel-payment-2024-cut-union-legal-challenge-allowance-reversed-4855597
https://www.mylondon.news/news/cost-of-living/pensioners-given-winter-fuel-payment-30288323
https://nation.cymru/news/major-trade-union-threatens-legal-action-over-winter-fuel-cuts/
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/cost-of-living/union-launches-legal-challenge-over-30289944
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Social media

A selection of the best performing posts are below.

Facebook

Winter fuel not reinstated. Tax thresholds frozen
meaning state pension will soon be taxed. No ex...
@ Post - 1 November 03:11

Comment
Overview @
Reach 2,057
Impressions 2,142
Interactions 45
Link clicks -
Reach ®

2,057

1634.6% vs median reach of your recent posts

Twitter

F# . Unite For A Workers' Economy @
@UniteEconomy

@ BREAKING NEWS @

Unite launches judicial review process over
Winter Fuel Payment cut. Legal action is set to
begin unless government reverses decision.

08:57 - 03/11/2024 - 19K Views
O 28 13 280 @ 758 [ 4 2,

Most relevant replies v

Unite For A Workers' Economy & @...- 4d
% Unite, the UK’s leading union, has launched a
judicial review process on behalf of the union
and its retired members to overturn the
government’s decision to cut the winter fuel
payment to all but the poorest pensioners.
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Unite’s case is built on the belief that the
government has acted unlawfully and its
action will have a terrible effect on millions of
older people in society and will likely cause an
increase in cold related deaths.

% Unite For A Workers' Economy & @...- 4d

Instagram

Some people think this is a generational
issue but it’s not. It’s about who this gove...
(©) Reel * 22 October 01:18 + 00:34

Overview ®

Reach 448
Impressions 479
Interactions 18
Reach ®

448

1224.6% vs median reach of your recent reels
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